
Sara McCulloch 
Educational Background/Trianing : BA in Political Science, Western Washington University (1995), JD 
Boston College Law School (2000) 
Job Title: Bainbridge Island Municipal Court Judge  (Part-Time), Solo Practitioner- Sara McCulloch Law 
PLLC (Estate Planning and Guardianship) 
Current Employer: City of Bainbridge Island, Self-Employed 
Brief Job Description: Judicial Work:  Hear and decide cases that occur within the city limits of 
Bainbridge Island:  Criminal Misdemeanor cases, Traffic Infractions, Parking Tickets, Civil Protection 
Orders (Harassment, Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking).  Solo Practice:  Handle matters in 
Superior Court related to incompetent adults who are unable to make personal and financial decisions 
and are in need of a Guardian.  
Contact Info:  smcculloch@bainbridgewa.gov.  It is not permissible to contact the Judge directly 
about any specific case that may be pending in the Court or filed in the future.  It is OK to contact the 
Judge with follow-up questions from this session.  
 Is there anything you know now that you wish you knew when you were a high school student? In 
high school and college/ future training, it is less important to have PERFECT grades, and more 
important to participate in real life opportunities that give you EXPERIENCE, such as clubs, 
internships, etc.  That is not to say that grades are not important.  Grades are used as a measure of 
your work ethic and can open up future opportunities for you.  The key is to achieve an appropriate 
balance.   

Jon Ledbetter 
Educational Background/Training: BA, Anthropology, Florida Gulf Coast U. 
Job Title:  Detective 
Current Employer: Bainbridge Island Police Dept. 
Brief Job Description: Investigating reports of crimes made to patrol; everything from fraud to assault. 
This includes tasks that are too time consuming for patrol officers, like writing search warrants and 
interviewing (sometimes folks who reside outside of Bainbridge Island). 
Contact Info:  jledbetter@bainbridgewa.gov, 206 780 4682 
Is there anything you know now that you wish you knew when you were a high school student? 
Pursue undergraduate and graduate (or any technical school or trades) degrees immediately after high 
school, as it is more difficult to balance a career with those responsibilities. It's not impossible, but 
academia and the working world differ enough to make switching between them challenging. 
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Melissa A. Hemstreet 
Educational Background/Training:  Judge Hemstreet graduated from Willamette University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in International Studies. She earned her Juris Doctorate degree from Willamette 
University College of Law. Judge Hemstreet was admitted to the Washington State Bar Association in 
1998.  Judge Hemstreet was appointed to the Kitsap County Superior Court bench by Governor Inslee in 
July of 2015. Prior to her appointment, she was in private practice in Kitsap County.  As an attorney she 
worked as a contract public defender working in Port Orchard Municipal Court, Bremerton Municipal 
Courts, and Kitsap County Superior Court representing clients in both misdemeanor and felony criminal 
proceedings.  She also contracted as public defense counsel for litigants in involuntary commitment 
proceedings (hearings regarding a participant's mental health) held by the Superior Court.  In addition 
to her public defense work, she spent many years representing parties in domestic relations (commonly 
referred to as "family law"), paternity actions, and civil protection order cases.  She also assisted clients 
with wills, trusts and guiding them through probate or guardianship actions when needed.  She has 
attended extensive continuous legal trainings to maintain her bar license and to continue learning 
about changes in the laws throughout her legal career. 
Job Title:  Kitsap County Superior Court Judge 
Current Employer:  State of Washington and Kitsap County 
Brief Job Description:  The Superior Court is the first court of general jurisdiction in Washington State.  
This means that as a Judge on this Court, along with all of my colleagues, we have the responsibility of 
making a formal judgment or decision about cases that we have original or appellate jurisdiction in 
accordance with the laws and Constitution of the State of Washington.  These include felony criminal 
cases, civil lawsuits or matters, juvenile court matters, domestic relations matters, adoptions, 
guardianships, parentage actions, probate matters, domestic violence protection order actions, and 
mental illness cases.  Right now, I am assigned to run several of the Superior Court's therapeutic 
courts.  I currently preside over the Adult Drug Court, Veteran's Treatment Court, and Girls Court.   
Contact Information: It is best to reach me through my staff attorney, Kyle Gallagher 
at kgallagher@co.kitsap.wa.us. 
Something I Wish I Knew When I Was In High School Is... 
So many things . . . I guess if I had to pick it is that effective communication is really a skill and it is 
never too early to start trying to develop it! 
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Chelsea Hodgson 
Educational Background/Training: Associate of Arts Degree – Green River Community College 
(Running start in high school), Bachelor of Arts – English Writing Specialization – Central Washington 
University, Bachelor of Arts – Journalism – Central Washington University, Washington State Patrol 
Trooper Basic Training Academy, WSP - Certified Technical Specialist 
Job Title:  Washington State Patrol Trooper / Public Information Officer 
Current Employer: Washington State Patrol 
Brief Job Description:  I am currently a Washington State Patrol trooper, as well as the public 
information officer for District 8. In addition to performing my duties as a trooper (traffic safety, 
collision investigation, emergency response, etc.) I also handle media inquiries on behalf of the area 
we serve and provide community outreach / traffic safety messaging. 
Contact Info: Chelsea.Hodgson@wsp.wa.gov, Twitter: @wspd8pio, Instagram: 
@wastatepatrol_d8          
Something I Wish I Knew When I Was in High School Is... 
You never know what will come in handy down the road – so pay attention to everything. The beauty 
of high school is it gives you a taste of multiple subjects – all of which may be useful down the road. 
I began a career path toward journalism – and participated in that field for nearly a decade before 
switching gears to law enforcement. Between those two paths, I have utilized everything from 
writing and mathematics to the sciences. They all have played a role in some manner or another 
later in life – you’re teachers aren’t just saying it!
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